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DETAILED ACTION 



This Application has been examined. The claims 1-51 are pending. The examination 
results are as following. 



1 . The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public use or on 
sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United States. 

2. Claims 1, 5-11, 16-21, 25, 30 and 34-35 and 49 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as 
being anticipated by Davila (US patent 4,602,191). 

Regarding claims 1,16, 25, 30, 35 and 49, Davila discloses in figures 1-3, an illuminated 
wearable article (a jacket) comprising a regular two-dimensional array of pixel display elements 
(see matrix LED see abstract, see column 2, lines 24-25), and having an inherent front light- 
emitting side and an opposing back side; a graphics controller (44, figure 5) having an inherent 
physical coupled to and electrically connected to the array (see figure 5); a power source (50, 
figure 5); and an inherent fastener physical coupled to the back side of the array (because printed 
circuit board having loop type fastener material, see abstract); and the programming connector 
physically coupled to the array (see program 46 and power total circuits, see column 2, lines 48- 
55) and to the graphics controller (44); and wherein the power source and graphics controller 
(44) are integrally housed with each other inside the case (see program 46 and power total 
circuits, see column 2, lines 48-55). 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 
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Regarding claims 5-11,21 and 34, Davila further teaches that a common substrate is 
mounted (see printed circuit board 28); and wherein the substrate is a printed circuit board (28, 
see column 2, lines 15-21); wherein the graphics controller is a control circuit (44 see figure 5). 
Furthermore, Davila also discloses that illuminated wearable comprising graphics controller and 
couplings that conduct current between the power source and any resistor components (see figure 



Regarding claims 17-20, Davila discloses that the programming connector comprises a 
light responsive transducer, and the pixel display elements are light-emitting diodes (see column 

2, lines 26-36). 

3. Claims 22, 24 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by Janney (US 
patent 6,201,525). 

Janney et al. disclose an illuminated wearable article (see figure 5,column 2, lines 31-34) 
comprising a means for displaying a message (see column 2, lines 43-65); means for driving (33, 
figure 3) the display means to repeatedly scroll (35) the user selected message across the display 
means (see column 2, lines 57-66); means for power the display means (51), the selection means 
(buttons 20, 22, 24, 26, 28), and the driving means (33); and means for attaching the display 
means (10, see figure 5, column 4, lines 40-44), and the driving means (33, figure 3), and the 
power means (12) as unit to clothing (12) (see figure 5, column 4, lines 39-46). 
Janney et al. disclose an illuminated wearable article (see figure 5,column 2, lines 31-34) 
comprising a means for displaying a message (see column 2, lines 43-65); means for driving (33, 



5). 
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figure 3) the display means to repeatedly scroll (35) the user selected message across the display 
means (see column 2, lines 57-66); means for power the display means (51), the selection means 
(buttons 20, 22, 24, 26, 28), and the driving means (33); and means for attaching the display 
means (10, see figure 5, column 4, lines 40-44), and the driving means (33, figure 3), and the 
power means (12) as unit to clothing (12) (see figure 5, column 4, lines 39-46); and means 
(memory 41) for storing for selection an alphanumeric character set (alphabet), means for 
selecting the message as a sequence of patterns (see column 2, lines 57-66); and members of an 
alphanumeric character set (alphabet). 

4. Claims 2-4, 12-15, 23, 31-33, 36-48 and 50-51 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as 
being unpatentable over Davila (US patent 4,602,191) in view of Janney (US patent 6,201,525) 
and in view of Ryan, Jr. et al. (US patent 6,028,597). 

Davila discloses an illuminated wearable article comprising a regular two-dimensional 
array of pixel display elements as discussed above, and the article comprising third and fourth 
with the two dimensional arrays (see figure 3). However, Davila does not disclose that the arrays 
has a width between 1 and 5, or 1 . 1 and 2.0, and approximately 1 .5 times the character pitch; and 
the control circuit is programmed to select members of an alphanumeric character set (alphabet); 
and the brightness of each pixel is controlled by pulse- width modulation; and the article having a 
volume of less than 20 mililiters and the case is shaped like a rectangular prism, and wherein the 
first and second arrays are controlled by a common set of exactly two buttons supported by the 
case and electrically coupled to the graphics controller. 



# 
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Regarding the claims 2-4, 23, 31-33 and 50-51, it would have been obvious for Davila's 
system to have the arrays has a width between 1 and 5, or 1.1 and 2.0, and approximately 1.5 
times the character pitch, and the article having a volume of less than 20 milliliters and the case 
is shaped like a rectangular prism as claimed since such a modification would have involved a 
mere change in the range or shape of the system. A change in range or shape is generally 
recognized as being within the level of ordinary skill in the art. 



5. Regarding claims 12-15 and 36-48, Janney discloses the control circuit is programmed 
to select of members of an alphanumeric (letters of alphabet) (see column 3, lines 29-32), and an 
inherent wherein the control circuit has a non-volatile store for the user-selected sequence of the 
pattern, Janney also discloses in figure 1 the two buttons (20, 22, 24, 26, 28) through the table 
and electrically coupled to the graphics controller (see column 3, lines 44-50). 
Ryan discloses a brightness of each pixel display element and pulwidth modulated (see 
abstract), and two buttons supported by the case and electrically coupled to the graphics 
controller. 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention 
was made to utilize the teaching of Janney and Ryan as discussed above in the device of Davila's 
system for producing the claimed invention because this would allow the user to scroll backward 
through the table and enter a chosen character at a display portion, and animating an image of the 
character responsive to the characteristics (see abstract). 



See In re Rose . 105 USPQ 237 (CCPA 1995) and 



In re Reven . 156 USPQ 679 (CCPA 1968). 
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Allowable Subject Matter 



6. Claims 26-29 are allowed. 

The following is a statement of reasons for the indication of allowable subject matter: 
The present invention comprises a method of programming a message being scrolled on the 
display comprising a sequence of pattern or characters into a wearable ornamental comprising a 
activating by the buttons. The closest prior art, Janney (6,201,525) shows a similar system 
which also discloses a moving alphanumeric messages are programmed by manipulation of five 
buttons related to the wearable ornamental display. However, Janney fails to teach the steps of a 
activating a third button combination comprised of clicking at least one of the buttons, while in 
the edit mode to toggle from the edit mode to the run mode, thereby causing the replacement of 
the first character by the first replacement character in the scrolled message being display as 
claim 26. 



7. Applicant's argument filed on 1 1-8-02 has been fully considered but they are not 
persuasive in view of new ground rejection. 

Applicant's argument that Guritz does not disclose "a regular two-dimensional array of 
the pixel display elements". However, examiner respectfully disagrees with the argument 
because Davila discloses in figures 1-3, an illuminated wearable article (a jacket) comprising a 
regular two-dimensional array of pixel display elements (see matrix LED, see abstract, see 
column 2, lines 24-25). 



Response to arguments 
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Correspondence 



Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the examiner 
should be directed to Kimnhung Nguyen whose telephone number (703) 308-0425. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, RICHARD A HJERPE can be reached on (703) 305-4709. 

Any response to this action should be mailed to: 

Commissioner of Patents and Trademarks 

Washington, D. C. 20231 

Or faxed to: 

(703) 872-9314 (for Technology Center 2600 only). 

Hand-delivery response should be brought to: Crystal Park II, 2121 Crystal Drive, 
Arlington, VA Sixth Floor (Receptionist). 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application or proceeding 
should be directed to the Technology Center 2600 Customer Service Office whose telephone 
number is (703) 306-0377. 



Kimnhung Nguyen 
March 29, 2004 




SUPERVISORY PATENT EXAMINER 
TECHNOLOGY CENTER 2600 



